
maggie’s cancer centre
aberdeen, scotland, united kingdom

Situated on the southern boundary of 
the Foresterhill site of the Royal Infirmary 
in Aberdeen, Scotland, Maggie’s Cancer 
Centre is the latest such centre to provide 
emotional and practical support to anyone 
affected by cancer. 

The centre, designed to be homely 
and full of warmth, aims to provide an 
environment where those facing cancer 
can gain support. The centre also intends 
to inspire imagination from visitors and 
has contributed to the architecture of the 
Aberdeen city area.

the Design
Norwegian architecture firm Snøhetta, 
together with Scottish firm, Halliday Fraser 
Munro, took on the challenge to create a 
visually stunning structure in the shape of 
a pebble. 

The unusually-shaped single storey structure 
features a reinforced concrete exterior and 
timber interior. Steel reinforcements were 
used to form the structure’s unique shape.

With activity and meeting rooms located 
on the ground floor and office space on the 
mezzanine, the centre features high-end 
interior finishes and manages to create a 
peaceful, welcoming and beautiful space for 
anyone who visits. 

insulating maggie’s cancer centre
Licensed local Icynene contractor, Building 
Insulation Services (BIS) was enlisted by 
Halliday Fraser Munro to help insulate the 
centre in February 2013 using two high 
performance Icynene spray foam insulation 
products. 

The spray foam insulation crew used five 
sets of the 100% water-blown closed cell 
medium density Icynene H2Foam Forte™  
and used seven sets of the open cell Icynene 
H2Foam Lite™ throughout the curved 
structure.

Spray foam crews applied the medium-
density material on the lower part of the 
structure to a height of 2.5m in an effort to 
provide additional structural strength. Being 
100% water blown, Icynene H2Foam Forte™  
has a Global Warming Potential (GWP) 
of only 1 - the lowest GWP available.  In 
additional to providing structural strength, 
the closed cell product also can reject bulk 
water penetrating through the building 
envelope.

Above the 2.5m mark and across the curved 
roofline, BIS’ spray foam crews applied 
Icynene H2Foam Lite™. Due to the unique 
curvature of the roofline, crews had to 
aid the rise of the foam by hand to ensure 
consistent and even coverage.         u 

Unusually shaped, the 
architecturally stunning 
Maggie’s Cancer Centre in 
Aberdeen in Scotland is 
designed to assist in the 
psychological and emotional 
healing process for those 
affected by cancer.  Licensed 
Icynene contractor, Building 
Insulation Services installed 
both Icynene H2Foam Forte™ 
and Icynene H2Foam Lite™ in 
the pebble-shaped structure.
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As a result of using spray foam insulation 
throughout the design, an extremely high 
R-value was achieved. With a high R-value, 
staff and visitors to Maggie’s Cancer Centre 
in Aberdeen will be able to work and heal 
in comfort all year round regardless of the 
season.

Both Icynene H2Foam 
Lite™ and Icynene H2Foam 
Forte™ contribute to 
creating a positive, 
peaceful and comfortable 
environment for visitors 
to the new centre in 
Aberdeen. 

the result
Maggie’s Cancer Centre in Aberdeen was 
completed and opened in September 
2013. The structure, set apart by a small 
landscaped area, is open to anyone requiring 
its services and support. The unusual shape 

and highly visual design has been receiving 
attention from the architecture community 
and the greater Aberdeen community.  In 
November 2013, the centre was awarded a 
Commendation by Aberdeen’s Civic Society 
and in March 2014,  GMS Insulations Ltd, the 
Icynene distributor in the UK, was awarded 
the Best Architectural  Project – International 
at the Icynene 2014 Global Conference for 
their involvement in the project. 

Footnotes:
1. Icynene Inc. would like to thank Icynene 

distributor, GMS Insulations Ltd (www.
icynene.co.uk) and Icynene contractor 
Building Insulation Services (www.
bisinsulation.co.uk) for their assistance 
with this document. Application 
photgraphs supplied by GMS Insulations 
Ltd.
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For further information, contact your local licensed Icynene dealer.

icYnene inc.           •           icYnene.co.UK, icYnene.eU & icYnene.com

The Evolution of Insulation™


